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NOTE: All questions addressed to “The Question Box” must be 
signed if they are to receive a reply. However, names will be withheld 
from publication if requested. Only the questions considered of 
general interest will be answered in the EVANGEL. 

QUESTION: In Matthew 5:24 what is meant by “gift”? 
—Robert Wiggins, Ruston, Louisiana. 


MATTHEW 5:23, 24 says: “Therefore if thou 
bring thy gift to the altar, and there rememberest that 
thy brother hath ought against thee; Leave there thy 
gift before the altar, and go thy way; first be reconciled 
to thy brother, and then come and offer thy gift.” 

Remember that Christ was speaking to the Jewish peo- 
ple who worshipped with sacrifice and burnt offerings. 
The “gift” is the sacrifice which was to be offered to the 
Lord for repentance of sins or as an act of worship. Even 
though the reference is strictly relative to the Hebrew 
worship, it has a spiritual meaning for today. If in 
prayer or worship of God we realize that our Christian 
brother is offended with us, we should go to him and be 
reconciled to him. Then we can worship God together. 
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Boost your Church of God publications during Evan- 
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An ideal civic project is to have a distribution point for free 
religious literature, such as that illustrated on this week’s cover. 
T is Protestant Press Month and the EVANGEL lends its voice 
in the encouragement of wholesome Christian literature for all 
people. A worthy project for any local church is to place racks 
with free church publications in bus, train, and airline waiting 
rooms, or other public buildings where interested readers can find 
food for their souls as well as for their minds. 
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@WVHAT 
Are You 
READING? 


By WESLEY HARTZELL 
City Editor of 
“The Chicago American” 


NE OF THE TIMES when a newspaperman feels 

the most flattered is when he is on a bus or 

streetcar or train. Then he sees practically 99 per 
cent of the passengers (particularly if it’s a going-to- 
work crowd or a going-home crowd) reading a news- 
paper. 

A few will be reading a magazine, fewer yet a book— 
even a paper-backed trash novel. 

Even without formal survey of the gang on the 5:05 
(the train I happen to take out of Chicago to my 
suburban home) I can almost certainly predict that the 
reading going on over the rails is all these passengers 
will engage in during their entire day. 

The sad fact is that this probably applies to Chris- 
tians as well as non-Christians. 

Now there is nothing wrong with reading a newspaper. 
I’m expected to say that, I suppose, and I’m saying it. 
I have taken the trouble even to dispute (after church) 
with ministers who have from pulpits denounced their 
fellow Christians for reading the Sunday papers. 

We'll accept and emphasize that in the reading habits 
of every Christian, the Bible should come first. So my 
thoughts in this piece deal with the “other reading” 
that Christians should do. 

And among this other reading the daily papers should 
play a large part, perhaps even the largest part. There 
are reasons: For one thing, the newspapers never let us 
forget for an instant what the human race is really like. 
This keeps us humble. As we read of human frailties, 
troubles, and even the crimes, we can say with John 
Wesley as he looked at the drunkard in the gutter: 
“There but for the Grace of God am I.” 

But there is more to the good newspaper than crime, 
of course. It tells us, if you please, of the neighbors for 
whom we are to bear a love almost as strong as our 
love for God. 

I have little patience with those Christians who would 
withdraw completely from the world and refuse even to 
know what their neighbors are doing. Christ didn’t with- 

w from the world. He sought out the people who could 


Him about it. 
And in our reading, we must not lose touch with reality. 
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What I have said about newspapers, of course, applies 
with equal force to magazines, some of which contain 
articles that are among the best literature being written 
today. 

Among the magazines there should be a good sampling 
of Christian magazines. This is particularly essential 
since the secular weeklies seldom print all that the Chris- 
tian would like to know about the world of religion and 
particularly the Protestant evangelical faiths. 


AND, OF COURSE, OUR reading should con- 
tain something from books. And I don’t mean particu- 
larly that class of books generally called “Christian 
Books.” I mean any book that brings a true picture of 
the world, of man, or of God. 

Some of the novels that have made the greatest im- 
pact on my life, that got me away from the idea that 
man’s salvation lay in himself and his world, were not 
“Christian Books’—at least they didn’t mention the 
name of Christ or have anybody in their pages who got 
saved or gave a testimony. 

I think immediately of Hardy’s Jude, the Obscure or 
Hugo’s Les Miserables. Those, and others like them, have 
the stuff of reality, and they show dramatically and 
clearly why it is that man must have help from outside 
himself. They helped prepare my own heart to accept 
Christ when He first knocked at my door. 

Not every book that parades itself as “realistic” really 
is, of course. Some authors use the adjective to describe 
a book filled with filth. Their works are no more true 
to life than Grimm’s fairy tales. And the discriminating 
Christian reader will have to watch that he doesn’t waste 
his money or time reading them. 

History, or biography, also comes under the category 
of realism—that is, if the biographies are not mere 
eulogies. Too many authors pass off as “biography” a 
flowery compendium of their heroes’ virtues. Any man— 
even great men—have weaknesses, and their biographers 
would serve their subjects better if they charted the 
shortcomings as well as strengths of their great men. 
Their subjects’ luster will be but the brighter for having 


(Continued on page 9) 
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By 
The Late WILLIAM G. HARRISON, D.D. 
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and have reference to the reading of the Bible 

in the congregation, but in this article we shall 
use them in a literary sense and direct them to 
people. 

When Solomon said, “In the making of books there is 
no end,” he was not reciting history but rather speaking 
a prophecy that is having its fulfillment in our day and 
age. 

Byron’s words are now more true than ever: “A small 
drop of ink falling like dew upon a thought produces 
that which makes millions think.” Emerson said, “Books 
are the best of things when used; abused, among the 
worst.” Lamb said, “There are books and books and 
books that are not books at all.” 

The great problem is what books to select. Most per- 
sons in their reading are like the sailors of Ulysses; they 
take bags of wind for sacks of treasure. 

There is among books as well as animals and plants, a 
struggle for existence, and a survival of the fittest. It 
has been said, Age is a recommendation in some things 
—old wood to burn, old friends to trust and old books to 
read. It is claimed that there are only five or six new 
books a year that are given a place in literature. 

That every man should choose for himself has been 
answered by analogy, Should no man go into the water 
until he has learned to swim? 

But the question of selection is somewhat difficult, 
since the world’s greatest men have written upon the 
Same subject and have been ridiculed for their opinion. 

Everyone will agree that the taste for reading is a 
priceless boon and that our success in life depends upon 
its cultivation. Our leaders in thought, instead of saying, 
“Young man, go West, go West,” are from every college, 
hall, and university chapel saying, “Young man, read, 
read!” 


a HESE WORDS WERE WRITTEN to a minister 






YET THE MAN of research needs books only 
in his leisure hours. He that would know astronomy 
would not turn to books if he were privileged to stand 
under the world’s mightiest lenses and gaze upon the 
heavenly bodies as the writers of astronomy have done. 

Likewise, the naturalist will reject books if you hand 
him the microscope. He had rather see the atoms and 
the microbes for himself than read of them. 

If the geological wonders of the world were exhibited 
to the geologist, he would not care for a written theory 
or description of another man. 

Who would prefer a poem on spring to standing out 
in God’s sunshine and breathing the balmy air? 

St. John’s description of heaven is soul-inspiring, but 
I should prefer to see the jasper walls, the gates of 
pearl, and for my own feet to stand on streets of gold, 
my own heart to seem a thousand hearts, each single 
heart with myriad raptures fill, while I shall stand with 
princes and with kings rich in the jewels of a ransomed 
soul. 

“When we can read God directly, the hour is too pre- 
cious to trifle with other men’s books.” There are few 
of us, however, that can today come in touch with those 
things about which we would like to know. 

It is foolish to eulogize books. For the theory of books 
was long ago established. Their chief mission is to in- 
spire and make active the soul of man. The scholars 
of the first generation of men touched the world, a 
by the means of books that touch has become immor 

Moses stood on Sinai and received the Ten Command- 
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ments on tables of stone, and they are just as much 
mine as they were his on that eventful day. The dis- 
iples that heard the Beatitudes in the Sermon on the 

unt could make no better use of them than can you 

d I after nineteen hundred years. 

Our books give us access to the universal mind of 
man, world wide and centuries long. What the wisest 
men thought, we may think. What the noblest soul has 
felt, we may feel. What the most tragic ages have done, 
we may understand. 

We, as a people, may learn what all men have known 
from Adam until now. We may learn the language that 
grew from almost every confused tongue of Babel. We 
may learn of every system of philosophy that has blessed 
or deluded man. We may learn of every science that 
has been employed to transform the world or render 
the forces of nature subservient to man—from the torch 
to the electric light; from the weary footman to wireless 
telegraphy; from the bark canoe to the mighty steam- 
ship; from horsepower to the mechanical engine. What 
we may learn in this twentieth century will be handed 
down by our books to succeeding ages. After a while the 
last generation of men will open their books and read 
of the first. 


BUT WHAT OF SELECTION, since our books 
are many and our hours are few? “Who shall decide 
where doctors disagree?” I cannot accurately catalog 
your books for you. To attempt such would be as foolish 
as to select satisfactorily your associates or life com- 
panions for you. 

Yet to advise along the line of your reading is not 
wholly outside and beyond the promise of religion. In a 
sense, you are educating yourself by your reading, and 
there are few things that stand in greater need of in- 
struction from the church than education. Though you 
may be receiving religious education, you may be in- 
fluenced by the very opposite. Then if we cannot select, 
we can outline. 

Your personal tastes must largely guide what you 
read. Emerson said, “Never read any book but what you 
like.” In college courses, a student must study many 
things that he thoroughly hates, but their mastery is 
essential to culture. When he has been well versed in 
the languages and has completed the full round of the 
sciences, he is then free to follow his tastes or aptitudes. 


These tastes are God-given, and by them only can we 
give Him hearty service. If I hunger after science, it is 
His call for me to feast there. If I thirst after philosophy, 
it is His design that I be filled with the same. If I desire 
history, He would have me satisfied with history. 


Because another man reads poetry is no reason that I 
should read poetry. Because he reads sociology is no 
reason that I should do so. Because the great and be- 
loved Emerson spent much time reading the history of 
coins and medals does not give me a leaning in that 
direction. That one of the English kings loved the classics 
need not necessarily recommend them to me. Because 
Bunyan, Baxter, and Cowper read only the Bible need 
not restrict me to that sacred precinct, but I may be 
called of God to glean in other fields as well. 

When I have obeyed my inclination and have chosen 
my line of reading, then I may consult the verdict of 


uls of men, books that give life, books that get very 
close unto my own soul, books that say things that my 


@urc: and read books that have power to move the 
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own soul has almost said, books that have other men 
doing the things that I have wanted to do. 


READ WHAT WILL help you master the 
English language. Men with pretentions of culture avoid 
an offense against their language as the pious abhor a 
sin against their God. “Let us go on to perfection” ought 
to be the ambition of the linguist as well as the holy 
apostle. No one should read a book whose language could 
be blue-penciled by a mere nursery fledgling when the 
masterpieces of the ages can be had at a minimum cost. 

Perfect language is the best vehicle for carrying 
thought. The sermons of Jonathan Edwards were literary 
masterpieces; they were so powerful that even infidels 
clutched the seats lest they should slide down into per- 
dition. 

Wendell Phillips clothed his thoughts in such beautiful 
garbs that he made Howard University applaud the as- 
sassination of the Russian Czar; the next moment the 
embarrassed audience looked each other in the faces 
and marveled at their own indiscretion. 

The eloquent William Pitt claimed that a volume of 
Burrows’ sermons which he read was the secret of his 
lofty style. 

T. DeWitt Talmage, a synonym for eloquence, read 
Ruskin to beautify his speech. 

Henry Ward Beecher, called the Shakespeare of the 
English pulpit, always read some eloquent oration just 
before going into his pulpit. When he went to England 
in 1863, thousands of men resolved to mob him, but his 
eloquence compelled them to listen and then to agree 
with him. So England remained the friend of the gov- 
ernment instead of acknowledging the independence of 
the Southern confederacy. 


READ BOOKS THAT WILL feed and stimu- 
late the mind. Books of proverbs would hold a high place 
in this catalogue. Often a nation’s history is thus con- 
tained in a single line, or a volume of wisdom in a single 
sentence. There are often universal truths or wisdom 
which know neither language, race, nor dates. Some 
scholar has said that one of the English crowns is valued 
at twenty million dollars, but that many a proverb not 
one line long is worth 20,000,000 such crowns. Such riches 
are within the reach of every careful reader. 

History—Someone has said that history is God’s index 
finger pointing where the ages go. Then there could be 
no mistake in keeping your eye on God’s index finger. 
Always remember that it is He and not man that does 
the pointing, or makes the history. 

We should first master the history of our own nation 
and people that we may be intellectually qualified for 
the duties of citizenship. History doesn’t relate for the 
sake of relating, but its mission is to instruct new gen- 
erations by the experience of those who have gone be- 
fore. In this sense the Old Testament is a history, writ- 
ten by the Historian of Eternity and intended to in- 
struct every age. 

Many of you are probably asking, “What of fiction?” 

Avoid books of cheap and black morals; time is too 
precious for trash, but by all means read that that has 
touched millions of hearts and unsealed a million of 
fountains of tears, and that has fanned into flame a 
million heavenly or ambitious aspirations. 

In conclusion, let me say, in giving attention to read- 
ing, don’t forget the Book of books—the Bible, 
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THE CHILD’S APPEAL 

I am the Child. 

All the world waits for my coming. 

All the earth watches with interest to see 
what I shall become. 

Civilization hangs in the balance, 

For what I am, the world of tomorrow will be. 


I am the Child. 

I have come into your world, about which I] 
know nothing. 

Why I came I know not; 

How I came I know not. 

I am curious; I am interested. 


I am the Child. 

You hold in your hand my destiny. 

You determine, largely, whether I shall 
succeed or fail. 

Give me, I pray you, those things that make 
for happiness. 

Train me, I beg you, that I may bea blessing 
to the world. 

Mamie Gene Cole 


Page 6 





The Majority of Americans 


Read Vo Books 3 


During the Year 


Princeton, N.J., Aug. 14—Educators across America may 
be startled to know that the typical American has not 
read a book during the last year if his reading of the 
Bible is excluded. 

Six out of 10 adults (61 per cent) questioned in a re- 
cent institute survey said the last time they could re- 
member reading a book other than the Bible was a 
year ago or more. 

As might be expected, persons who have attended col- 
lege have read a book more recently than have those 
with less education. 

Even among college people, however, one person out 
of four (26 per cent) has not read a book in the last 
12 months. ' 

Experienced institute interviews—in a special “book 
reading” survey—put the following question to a true 
cross section of American adults: 

“When, as nearly as you can recall, did you last read 
any book other than the Bible?” 

The results for all adults: 

Eighty-four per cent had not read a book in the week 
previous to the interview. 

Seventy-three per cent had not read a book in the 
last month. 

Sixty one per cent had not read a book in the last year. 

Differences between the book-reading frequency of 
men and women are slight. Sixty per cent of the women 
ard 63 per cent of the men had not read a book for a 
year or more. 

Following are the results by education: 

Twenty-six per cent of those who have attended college 
have not read a book in the last year. 

Fifty-seven per cent of those with high school educa- 
tions have not read a book in the last year. 

Eighty-two per cent of those who attended only grade 
school have read no book in that period. 

The survey finds a somewhat greater tendency for 
younger people to read more books than older people. 

The results indicate more frequent reading of books 
in the East and the Far West than in the South and 
Midwest. 

More of the people in the larger cities than of those in 
smaller communities have read a book during the last 
year. 

Through its foreign affiliates, the institute has ob- 
tained information which makes it possible to compare 
the book-reading habits of this country with those of 
several foreign countries. 

Fewer books are read in America than in any major 
English-speaking democracy. In England, for example, 
where the typical citizen has far less formal schooling 
than the typical citizen here, about three times as many 
people are to be found reading a book as in America. 

In a four-nation “book reading” survey a little over 
two years ago, the following number were recorded as 
reading a book in each of the countries: 

United States, 17 per cent. Australia, 34 per cent. 
Canada, 31 per cent. Great Britain, 55 per con® 


(Copyright, 1955, American Institute of Public Opinion) 
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The 


* TRUTH 


About 


COMIC 
BOOKS 


By RUTH I. JOHNSON 


Approximately 90,000,000 comic books are sold each 
month. The biggest share of these magazines are about 
crime and sex and are purchased by children and young 
people. 

“According to the ‘Wall Street Journal,’ there are 
840,000,000 units released each year—twenty per cent 
more than four years ago.”* 

Since 1947 juvenile delinquency has increased approxi- 
mately twenty per cent, and the worst part of this is 
that younger and younger children are involved in vio- 
lent crimes. 

Did you notice something here? In recent years there 
has been a twenty-per-cent increase in comic-book pro- 
duction. In approximately the same period of time there 
has been a twenty-per-cent increase in juvenile crimes! 


THEIR CONTENTS 
Comic books and magazines, which are said to be harm- 
less reading for young America, contain some of the most 
gruesome, gory stories and pictures ever to be printed 
in any nation. Children and young people indulge to such 
an extent that many of them become mental criminals 
before they reach their “teens.” 

These magazines, which in 1952 were said by the Navy 
officials to be “too gory for the American sailor,” are 
now in the hands of boys and girls and young people 
all over our land. They are even being read by six-and 
seven-year-olds, who lay aside their school reader for 
the crime comic books. 

The “Ladies’ Home Journal” printed an article in 
November, 1953, in which the author, Dr. Fredric Wert- 
ham, an authority on juvenile delinquency, stated that 

e Navy had rejected these comic books because they 

to avoid the sale of material which “goes beyond 
the line of decency.”* 
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Do you have the courage to learn the truth about 
comic books? Are you willing to face the facts and act 
accordingly? Do not read this article until you have 
settled these questions. 

Walk through your drugstores, newststands, and bus 
depots, and glance at a few of the titles flashed on our 
magazines—CRIME—SEX—LOVE—MURDER. 


Many of these magazines give, in word and picture, 
a detailed description of how to steal and kill; and they 
get away with it. Everything from stealing a piece of 
of candy to robbing a bank can be found in the crime 
comics. 

In some stores the sex and crime magazines are stacked 
side by side with the bottles of liquor. While boys and 
girls and young people are not permitted to buy the 
liquor, children of all ages can buy the poison that is 
found in these books. Even the youngest reader is 
exposed to indecency and crime. These magazines are 
poison for the mind, and we should regard them as such. 

In the ten-year period from 1937 to 1947 there were 
19 different crime-comic magazines on the market. 
During the following year 107 new crime comic books 
came out. With the “exchange method in use, millions of 
people handle them every month.” 

Dr. Wertham gives us this story: “An eight-year-old 
girl, living in a very comfortable environment in Long 
Island said, ‘I have lots of friends, and we buy about 
one comic book a week; and then we exchange. I 
can read about ten a day. I like to read the comic books 
about love, because when I go to sleep at night, I love 
to dream about love.’ ’’* 

I challenge you to do as I did. Visit your local book- 
stores, your respectable department stores, your drug- 
stores, and even your neighborhood grocery store, and 
let your eyes fall on the racks filled with trashy maga- 
zines and novels. You will notice that the majority of 
magazines show daring pictures of half-clad women, 
beastly looking men, killers, gunmen, and all the other 
forms of crime and sex. The Scriptures instruct women 
to be adorned in modest apparel (I Tim. 2:9), but these 


(Continued on page 10) 
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(This brief article from the pen of a busy housewife 
highlights and illustrates the purpose behind Evangelical 
Press Month being celebrated during the month of Oc- 
tober. In few but well-chosen words she reveals six ways 
in which she and her family have been blessed through 
the reading of church publications.—Ed.) 


S MAIL TIME AN anticipated time of the day for 
g you? Have you checked yourself to see which part 
of the mail you are most anxious to look at? The 
personal letter or the unexpected post card from a close 
friend usually receives first attention at our house. But 
after that has been read and reread, what will I reach 
for next? Will it be Successful Farming or the Gospel 
Herald—Better Homes and Gardens or Christian Living? 
One evening as I was about to settle for a bit of re- 
laxation with something to read, it suddenly occurred 
to me that I was more anxious to read Reader’s Digest 
than the Bible. After having spent the greater part of 
the evening with the Digest, my eyes heavy with sleep, 
I reached for my Bible. 

There were no two ways about it, I did enjoy reading 
secular material more than the Word of God and that 
which pertained to it. This thought caused me no little 
concern. But I thank God that within recent years the 
Lord Jesus Christ has become more precious to me. And 
with this new relationship came a growing desire to study 
the Bible and also a better understanding of what I read. 
I praise God for this blessed Book which is God Himself 
speaking to us. I praise Him for those portions of Scrip- 
ture which suddenly stand out from among the rest as 
though they were spoken directly to us to give new 
hope and courage. I’m grateful to men of the past who 
risked their lives to preserve its pages so that I can have 
the Bible in my possession today. 

Along with Bible reading came a greater interest in 
our church periodicals. It seemed as though the articles 
published were suddenly very much more interesting 
than before; I was the one who had become more in- 
terested. 

I have found our church publications to be a good, 
regular supplement to Bible reading. They have been a 
source of innumerable blessings to me. Recently we had 
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If we will only 


take time to read ® 


them, we will receive manifold 


Blessings 


two families visiting in our home over mealtime. During 
the course of the dinner one of the men asked whether 
the other two men would be interested in going to a cer- 
tain revival meeting that evening. “Sure,” said one of 
them, “we’ll go along; we like to be where the blessings 
fall.” After the dessert was eaten, the men were off to 
enjoy an evening of revival blessings about 25 miles from 
our home. I’m speaking for the other two women when 
I say that we, too, would have liked to be where the 
blessings fall, but it was our lot to clean up the food 
anc dishes, keep seven children happily entertained, and 
then see that they got to bed at a reasonable time. This 
is the circumstance we mothers often find ourselves in. 


I thank the Lord, however, that we can enjoy rich 
blessings right in our own home without having to take 
the baby from his crib, dress up, and drive 25 miles. 
Reading our church publications has brought blessings 
to me which I’d like to share with you. With the mail 
coming at the time of day when I’m busy working and 
wouldn’t take time out for Bible study, I will pick up 
the Gospel Herald or the Youth’s Christian Companion 
and glance through. It may be just a poem on the front 
page or a short article written by a favorite writer that 
will catch my attention. 

1) I have been moved to a greater faith in my Lord, 
a more patient attitude toward my children, a little more 
kindness to my neighbor, in this way. 

2) I have found our church literature to be a good 
stimulant to my prayer life. While the Bible points us to 
our own need of prayer, our church periodicals bring 
the needs of others to our attention. Many a time I’ve 
been led to bow my head and ask the Lord to supply the 
needed strength and courage to a foreign mission work- 
er to overcome some obstacle. I have asked Him to give 
wisdom to those struggling with a difficult language 
and to supply the material needs for the cold and hungry 
refugees, also asking Him to lay a greater burden upon 
my own heart to help supply the needs of those less 
fortunate. 


3) Church publications have proved to be a vives 


source to direct me in my giving. I count it a privileg 
to be able to help send Bibles to students in India who 
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have never had a Bible before. Recent pleas by the Mis- 
sion Board have made me want to give more liberally 
toward the work of missions throughout the world. 
Needy fields which are presented throughout the various 
publications can be brought to the attention of the 
youth classes who are taking an offering and are looking 
for a special need for which their gifts may be used. 


4) Church publications have been a means of educat- 
ing myself at a very low cost. Most of the writers have 
gone deeper into the school of learning, both by actual 
study and by experience, than I have. The language and 
vocabulary of the writer eventually becomes the language 
and vocabulary of the reader. Surely a growing vocabu- 
lary is a valuable asset to any person who is interested 
in witnessing for the Lord, whether it is witnessing to 
our children, to Sunday School classes, or to the sales- 
men coming to our door. 

5) Reading our church publications is a means of 
widening our acquaintances throughout the Church. Af- 
ter reading and enjoying the articles or poems written 
by a certain person, we can’t help getting a good idea 
of what that person is like. Some of our writers seem 
like good friends of mine because I’ve enjoyed their ar- 
ticles so many times. I’m thinking especially of the time 
I saw the announcement in the Gospel Herald that 
Millard and Miriam Sieber Lind were the parents of a 
baby girl. Knowing there were five boys in the family 
and now a baby girl, I rejoiced with them. I felt like 
sending a congratulations card although I had never 
seen or spoken to either one of the parents. They were 
my acquaintances through the printed page. 

6) I can say that our church publications have greatly 
helped me to grow toward a more rounded Christian life. 
I am grateful to men of the past who saw the value 
of printing Christian literature periodically and also to 
those who are putting long hours of real work into our 
literature today. May the Lord continue to bless them 
as they look to Him for guidance and wisdom to publish 
that which will be to the strengthening of the Church. 


@::: us be good stewards by faithfully subscribing to our 
p 


ublications and keeping up the payments. But let us 
not feel it is the proper thing to do and then stack 
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our literature in the magazine rack and, eventually, on 
the trash pile without reaping any spiritual benefit from 
it. It would be a great benefit to each one of us to 
heed the advice given to Timothy by the Apostle Paul, 
“Till I come, give attendance to reading, to exhortation, 
to doctrine” (1 Timothy 4:13). 


a a ae a ae ae ae ae a ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee 


WHAT ARE YOU READING? 
(Continued from page 3) 


overcome the difficulties to attain the heights. 

I have found a good many Christians with books of 
sermons in their libraries—invariably the gifts of friends 
or relatives. 

The best place to absorb a sermon, of course, is in 
church. Books of sermons are for ministers to study and 
emulate, or they’re for sending to shut-ins and savages 
who can’t get to hear the preacher. 

Completely without profit to the Christian is the aver- 
age short story found in the secular weekly, monthly, 
or women’s magazines. Let me hasten to add, however, 
that these publications may, at times, carry good non- 
fiction articles, some of them rather frequently. 

Lastly, and I mean this particularly for parents, read 
the comic books your children read. You may get a 
shock. I have asked parents frequently if they’ve read 
any comic books lately, and they look at me as though 
they thought I was crazy. I’m not! Comic books are in- 
fluencing your children and you ought to make sure 
they’re the right kind of comic books. 

To sum up then. The Christian’s reading diet should 
contain: 

1. The Bible. 

2. The newspapers, the Christian magazines and the 
secular magazines. 

3. Books that give a true picture of man and his world. 
Either biography, history or novels (and I don’t mean 
historical novels particularly). 

4. The books your children read. 

If you’re dining adequately on this kind of literary 
fare, you won’t have much time—or need—for the tele- 
vision set or the movie house. 
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THE TRUTH ABOUT COMIC BOOKS 
(Continued from page 7) 
magazines show them in almost no apparel at all. 


CHRISTIANS UNCONCERNED 


The sad part of this whole situation is the’ unconcern 
of Christians all over our land. In many cases parents 
have no idea what is being seen and read by their chil- 
dren. 

Sermons, articles, talks, and editorials have been re- 
leased by outstanding clergymen and well-known authors 
of our day; but very little is being done to keep down 
the sale of crime comics and sex stories. Some Christians 
smile at the one who tries to bring these things into 
the open and in their smug way say, “Aren’t you being 
a little narrow?” 

Those who do realize the dangers involved try to 
blame the storekeeper who fills his magazine racks with 
such material, but this cannot be done. Remember, the 
average businessman is interested in business. He sells 
those things which the public demands. If people want 
this material, he stocks it. 

The Norwalk Superintendent of Parks and Recreation, 
Winton Burne, said that the problem with teen-agers is 
largely one of sex. “Their appetites, desires, and ideas 
on this subject are received in a large degree from the 
magazines (including comics) which are procurable on 
newsstands. There are plenty of unwholesome seeds 
planted in the kids’ minds by this literature.”** 


A young man who is now behind prison bars because 
of a sex crime recently said, “I’m no different from 
anyone else. I can see now what made me what I am. 
It came from those filthy magazines that you nice 
people allow to be plastered all over the newsstands... 
I was a kid at a newsstand when I started down ... It 
was one of your respectable citizens who started me 
down, the wealthy guy who owned the newsstand. How 
was I to know that the stuff was poison? Where’s the 
big shot who gave me the start? I know. He’s still doing 
his corrupt business, and he’s free!”** 

When the publishers of the crime magazines are faced 
with the statement that their material is corrupting 
American youth, they tell us that it should not hurt the 
strong-willed reader. 

Again we quote Dr. Wertham: “We would noi by law 
permit people to sell bad candy with poisonous ingredi- 
ents because the manufacturer guarantees that it will 
not hurt children with strong stomachs and will sicken 
only those children who are inclined to have stomach 
upsets in the first place. Yet that is how the comic-book 
industry reasons.”* 

What is happening to our morals? These magazines 
can continue to sell only as we buy them. As parents 
carelessly allow children to “read anything,” these sales 
will increase. 


SOME RESULTS OF COMICS 


Dr Fredric Wertham, who has written a complete book 
on the subject, lists a few of the results of our twentieth- 
century comic books. Perhaps they will help to open our 
eyes. 

1. “Three boys, six to eight years old, took a boy of 
seven, hanged him nude from a tree, his hands tied behind 
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him, and then burned him with matches. They could not 
find their first choice for this treatment—a girl of six. 


re-enacting a comic-book plot.” 


Probation officers, investigating, found that they were e 


2. “A boy of eleven killed a woman in a holdup. When 
arrested, he was found surrounded by comic books. His 
twenty-year-old brother said, ‘if you want the cause of 
all this, here it is: It’s these rotten comic books. Cut them 
out, and things like this wouldn’t happen.’” 

3. “A boy of thirteen committed a ‘lust murder’ of a 
girl of six. After his arrest, in jail, he asked for comic 
books. ‘I refused of course,’ said the sheriff. Another 
thirteen-year-old boy, who spent ‘most of his time looking 
at comic books,’ committed a ‘sex murder’ of a girl of 
four.’”’* 

Newspapers are filled with similar reports, and yet 
we carelessly say, “They aren’t really harmful.” What is 
the matter with Americans today? Don’t we care to 
face facts? Why do we allow ourselves to read these re- 
ports, see the results, and still sit back and do nothing 
to curb it? 


WHAT CAN BE DONE? 


It is our privilege to write to our congressmen. We 
are the ones who can refuse to buy this filth. We can tell 
our grocer, our druggist, and our newsman that we will 
refuse to patronize their business establishments as long 
as they carry such material. 

But you say, “I’m only one.” True! And I am another, 
and there are others. If each person reading this leaf- 
let would take action, something would happen very soon. 

Perhaps if we analyze our lives, we will find that deep 
down in our hearts we do not really care. It may be that 
our careless indifference is the result of an impure heart. 
Christ said, “From within, out of the heart of men, pro- 
ceed evil thoughts, adulteries, fornications, murders, 
thefts, covetousness, wickedness, deceit, lasciviousness, an 
evil eye, blasphemy, pride, foolishness: All these evil 
things come from within, and defile the man” (Mark 
7:21-23). In Proverbs 23:7 we read, “As he thinketh in 
his heart, so is he.” 

Christians, we are “bought with a price.” We need 
things which are wholesome, things which will build 
up our spiritual lives, which will give us spiritual vitamins 
to help us “grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our 
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ” (II Pet. 3:18). 

It is up to us—the adults of this nation—to clean house 
and make the surroundings and circumstances whole- 
some for today’s children. It is your job—and mine. Let 
us PRAY and WORK and SEE GOD PERFORM THE 
MIRACLE. 


* These quotations were reprinted by special permission from 
Wertham. 


the “Ladies’ Home Journal.” Se. 1953, by Fredric 
** These —— were reprin through the courtesy of Van 
Kampen Press, from the book Polson Pedding.” 
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Many who think they are a live wire wouldn’t spark if 
it weren’t for their connections. 


A discouraged soul is of little use to God or man. 
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Notice 


TO LICENSED MINISTERS AND 
EXHORTERS 





Your 1955 license will be void after 
December 31, 1955. Please send it in 
for renewal with your November re- 
port. 

General Secretary and Treasurer 


Below is a letter from the General Overseer addressed 
to the State Overseers sometime ago. It has been sug- 
gested that it be made public by printing it in the Evan- 
gel. Therefore, by permission of the General Overseer, 
we are publishing it.—Editor 

March 17, 1953 
TO: STATE OVERSEERS 


Dear Brethren: 
Greetings! 


Several reports and some inquiries have come to us 

relative to unethical and injurious attacks made against 
the Church and its organization. The accused have not 
been outside ministers, but those carrying license with 
the Church of God. It seems almost unbelievable to think 
that a minister who has been given a church to pastor 
or a church in which to hold a revival would be so un- 
christian as to make unbecoming remarks against the 
Church or its ministers or government which has pro- 
vided a place for him to preach. Yet, that seems to be 
the case. Some of these ministers claim to have a special 
anointing or deeper experience than ever before. Yet, 
jae A are doing and teaching things contrary to the 
Scriptures. 
God forbid that we would speak one word against the 
working of the Holy Spirit. The Church of God believes 
in and stands for signs following believers, the gifts of 
the Spirit, divine healing, miracles, and such like, as is 
taught in His yoo Meyenn We should be very careful about 
criticizing or saying anything that would discourage or 
weaken the faith of one of the least of God’s children. 
We have heard of great and mighty things taking place 
which we have no reason to doubt. We may even look 
forward to greater things. I doubt if we have yet reached 
the place where God wants us to be. There are many 
signs and wonders recorded in the Bible that we have not 
yet witnessed. 

Neither the Church nor its ministers are against such 
divine manifestations of the Holy Spirit. But it is re- 
ported that men under the pretense of such power are 
entering our pulpits and making sarcastic remarks about 
the Church and its officials, denouncing governments; 
saying that mission money is not going to the mission 
field, that money is piled up at headquarters; that the 
preachers are getting rich, and then asking members to 
pay their tithes and offerings to them and they will 
use it in the gospel. It seems to me that he is one amon 
them of whom John wrote that “went out from us bu 
were not of us,” and “also of your own selves shall men 
arise, speaking perverse things, to draw away disciples 
after them.” They despise government and speak evil 
of dignitaries. 

If we surrender our churches to such men, we will 
soon have no Church. There will be no mission program, 
no orphanage, and no school. The money will be con- 
sumed by individuals and nothing to show for it, and yet 
the members whom they have mislead will be responsible 
for the way he has handled God’s money that should 
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have gone into the storehouse. It becomes the duty of 
every State Overseer to protect his churches from selfish 
men who are seeking only their own profit and are not 
concerned about the general interest of the Church. If 
a man doesn’t love the Church, he has no right to ask 
for your permission to preach in it. It, therefore, becomes 
your duty as a State Overseer to call such men into 
question and in some cases perhaps revoke his ministry. 
Be assured that all men who are preaching divine heal- 
ing and revival campaigns are not of the above- 
mentioned group and we should lend them our support 
and cooperation. On the other hand, we should be care- 
ful about those who do not come to us with the whole- 
hearted endorsement of the Church. 

It may be necessary for you to call your district oe 
tors together and discuss the subject with them so that 
all will have a perfect understanding and no opportunity 
will be given for people to come in who will leave your 
churches torn up and divided and half of the members 
feeling that the Church is crooked and that there is more 
spirituality outside of the Church than inside. 

No doubt, some of our ministers could be warned and 
talked to if they have been influenced away from the 
Church and could be saved for the Church. We have 
many examples of men who left us—men whom we can 
name that, today, would give almost anything to be back 
in the fellowship of the Church. My observation over a 
period of years warns me that the best thing to do is to 
stay with the Church. However, our churches must be 
protected and when men will not preach in harmony 
with the Church of God, we must take some action to 
save our ministers and laity as well. If we can assist 
you in any way in handling such matters, feel free to 
call upon us. 

May the Lord bless you. 

Sincerely yours, 
CHURCH OF GOD 
Zeno C. Tharp 
General Overseer 


The following resolution was passed by the Supreme 
Council on August 30, 1955: 


Believing a centralized form of government to be the 
Biblical standard for our churches, the Church of God 
early adopted such a form of government and has con- 
sistently practiced a centralized form of government. 

Be it, therefore, resolved that the Supreme Council 
does not recognize or approve the practice of setting up 
independent congregations who do not subscribe to the 
doctrines, faith, practice, teachings and government 
of the Church of God. 

Be it further resolved that we do not approve our 
ministers pastoring such independent congregations and 
do declare that ministers who persist in pastoring inde- 
pendent congregations are out of harmony with our de- 
clared policy of centralized government, and appropriate 
action should be initiated by proper authorities against 
offending ministers. 


Like a Mighty Army, a history of the Church of God 
by Charles W. Conn, has enjoyed remarkable sales since 
its publication on July 6. Four thousand copies have 
now been sold. W. Purdue Stanley has just completed a 
series of lecture notes on the book. They were prepared 
for use by pastors who desire to teach a week’s course 
on the history of the Church of God in their local church- 
es. Of course, the lecture notes are adaptable for any 
other type of lecture series on the book. The Publishing 
House is offering a complete set of these lecture notes 
free to every pastor whose church orders ten or more 
copies of Like a Mighty Army. Every church is strongly 
urged to have a week’s course on the book. The lecture 
notes by Brother Stanley may be purchased for $1 a set 
by anyone who wishes them. Remember that a set will 
be provided free to each pastor whose church orders ten 
or more copies of Like a Mighty Army. The price of the 
book is $5 a copy. 
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SPEAKERS FOR THE PENTECOSTAL 
FELLOWSHIP OF NORTH AMERICA 


TORONTO, ONTARIO, CANADA 





Houston R. Morehead, Assistant 
General Overseer of the Church of 
God, is a choice product of God’s 
grace. He showed spiritual sensitivity 
at an early age, and became a preach- 
er of the gospel at the age of twenty- 
one. A native of Kentucky and Illinois, 
Morehead did much of his earliest 
preaching in the State of Michigan. 
He was very active in organizing a 
young people’s work in that State. The 
popularity of this work was such that 
it made a large contribution to the or- 
ganization of the general Church of 
God Young People’s Endeavor. After a 
brief period of evangelistic work More- 
head accepted the pastorate of a 
church. Successively and successfully 
he pastored churches in Jackson, 
Michigan; Harrisburg, Illinois; Chris- 
topher, Illinois; Knoxville, Tennessee; 
Chattanooga, Tennessee; and Pratt 
City, Alabama.’From the Alabama 
pastorate Morehead was appointed 
overseer of the State of Missouri. Even 
though his work as an overseer was 
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outstanding, it was felt that his serv- 
ices were needed as pastor of the 
largest church in the organization, so 
in 1942 he moved to Greenville, South 
Carolina. After two years he was ap- 
pointed Overseer of Michigan, and of 
South Carolina in 1948. His work in 
these States was so outstanding and 
brought him to such favorable notice 
of the constituency of the Church of 
God that the Assembly of 1950 elected 
him as General Secretary-Treasurer. 
After two years in this position he was 
again elevated by the General Assem- 
bly to the position he now holds, that 
of Assistant General Overseer. 

During the course of his ministry, 
Morehead has served as a member of 
the Board of Education, member of 
t h e International Transportation 
Committee; member of the Orphan- 
age Committee, member of the Su- 
preme Council; and secretary of the 
Pentecostal Fellowship of North Amer- 
ica. 

Morehead’s deep spirituality is eas- 
~ § the most distinguishing feature 
about him. His thoughtfulness and 
consideration of others has won for 
him friends wherever he is known. 
His pulpit ability is extraordinary. He 
possesses the rare ability of attaining 
rapport with those who hear him and 
is an eloquent exponent of God’s Word. 
His eloquence and astuteness are bal- 
anced with rightness and maturity— 
all of which makes him one of the 
outstanding Pentecostal ministers of 
our day. 

Rev. Frank W. Smith, for sixteen 
years pastor of the First Church of 
the Open Bible, Des Moines, Iowa, the 
largest church in his denomination, 
will serve as evening speaker, Novem- 
ber 2, 1955, at the national conference 
of The Pentecostal Fellowship of 
North America, in Toronto, Canada. 
Rev. Smith has been in the ministry 
twenty-five years. He served for ten 
years as General Chairman of Open 


Bible Standard Churches. At present, 
he is Vice Chairman of Open Bible 
Standard Churches, President of the 
Legislative Council of Iowa Temper- 
ance League, and President of the 
Des Moines Area, National Associa- 
tion of Evangelicals. 

As a gifted pastor and fervent soul- 
winner, Frank Smith has brought his 
church to a position of recognition as 
one of the outstanding Full Gospel 
churches in the United States. Many 
nationally known evangelists have 
held revival meetings for his congre- 
gation. As President of the Open Bi- 
ble College for fifteen years, he has 
had a great part. in the training of 
hundreds of young people who are 
now serving in the ministry through- 
out the world. 

Raised in the West and graduating 
from the L.I.F.E. Bible College in Los 
Angeles, California, he held two pas- 
torates on the Pacific Coast before 
coming to Iowa. He took advanced 
work at Drake University in Des 
Moines. 

As President of the Iowa Temper- 
ance League, he was instrumental 
with others in opposing the liquor in- 
terests in Iowa and bringing impor- 
tant “drys” into legislative positions. 
As a missionary leader, his church has 
led the denomination in missionary 
giving. He has been instrumental in 
raising funds to start new mission sta- 
tions. He has made three trips in the 
Caribbean area in behalf of missions. 

His ministry is characterized by an 
ability to lead his audiences into de- 
cisions for Christ; by sincerity and 
fervency of appeal, and by skill in 
scriptural exposition. Reaching far be- 
yond the confines of his own parish, 
Frank Smith has been recognized as 
the outstanding Pentecostal leader in 
his city for many years. Respected and 
admired by public officials and minis- 
ters of all denominations, he has held 
a seat place of esteem in the Mid- 
west. 
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Thomas F. Zimmerman, Assistant 
General Superintendent of The As- 
semblies of God, was born in India- 
napolis, Indiana, and attended the 
Indiana University. Beginning his 
ministry in 1927, Thomas F. Zimmer- 
man was ordained in Indianapolis, 
Indiana, in the year 1932. For a time 
he was assistant pastor at Kokomo, 
Indiana; and later he held pastorates 
in Indianapolis, Indiana; South Bend, 
Indiana; Granite City, Illinois; Spring- 
field, Missouri; and Cleveland, Ohio. 

In 1935 he was elected as Presbyter 
of the Central District of The As- 
semblies of God, and later he served 
as Assistant District Superintendent 
for the State of Illinois; and held the 
same office later again in the District 
of Southern Missouri. He was the first 
Director of the National Radio De- 
partment of The Assemblies of God. 

Brother Zimmerman, at the present 
time, is one of the four Assistant Gen- 
eral Superintendents who serve The 
Assemblies of God from the national 
headquarters. In connection with this 
official position, he is the Executive 
Director of the Christ’s Ambassadors 
Department, which is the Youth Or- 
ganization of The Assemblies of God. 
He is also the Executive Director of 
the Men’s Fellowship Department. 

Thomas F. Zimmerman is the Presi- 
dent of the National Religious Broad- 
casters Incorporated, and he is the 
Chairman of the Commissions on Ra- 
dio of the National Association of 
Evangelicals, and a member of the 
Board of Directors of the N.A.E. 

Rev. T. F. Zimmerman has been 
chosen to be the speaker in the open- 
ing Tuesday night service of the great 
Convention of The Pentecostal Fel- 
lowship of North America, to be held 
in Cooke’s Presbyterian Church, To- 
ronto, Ontario, November*1-3. The en- 
tire service on Tuesday night will car- 
ry the accent on youth, and will be 
in the nature of a great Youth Rally, 
to which everyone will be invited. 
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LITERATURE 

Plans for publication of a bimonth- 
ly Spanish magazine for circulation in 
Latin America and other Spanish lan- 
guage areas of the world have been 
announced by officials of The ASSEM- 
BLIES OF GOD. 

The new magazine, to be known as 
Poder (Spanish for power) will be an 
11 by 8% inch publication following 
the general format of the Pentecostal 
Evangel, weekly voice of The Assem- 
blies of God. 

Editorial work for the publication 
will be under the supervision of the 
Spanish Literature Division of the for- 
eign missions department, and the 
magazine will be edited by Rev. H. C. 
Ball. Announcing pp for publica- 
tion, Mr. Ball stated that Latin Amer- 
ican countries have been requesting a 
Spanish edition of the Pentecostal 
Evangel for a long time. Speaking of 
the scope of the magazine, he stated 
that it will “meet a long felt need 
and doubtless will reach many thou- 
sands with our full gospel testimony 
in the days ahead.” 

The first issue of Poder, for the 
months of January and February 1956 
will be mailed in November of this 
year, according to present plans. By 
having such an o—-7 mailing date, 
Poder should reach the remote parts 
of Latin America by the first of the 
year, Mr. Ball stated. 

Lorne Sanny, vice-president of The 
Navigators and director of counselor 
training and follow-up for Billy Gra- 
ham, is returning to England for a ser- 
ies of speaking engagements at a con- 
ference in East Yorkshire, where 3,000 
Christian leaders and laymen of all 
walks of life will be gathered. 

Prior to the England conference, Mr. 
Sanny will make several stops on the 
European continent to observe and 
counsel on the work of The Naviga- 
tors there, with particular reference 
to the ministry to U. S. servicemen. 
This work is being increased through 
the establishment of Christian Service 
Centers in several key spots. 

In Yorkshire, England, he is sched- 
uled to speak for five days starting 
September 10. 


Climax of “Missionary Night” at the 
Open Bible Standard Mission’s annual 
convention at Des Moines, Iowa, was 
the world premiere of their first mis- 
sionary sound movie, “These Have 
Never Heard.” 

NEW RELIGIOUS ENCYCLOPEDIA 
PUBLISHED 

A complete and up-to-date religious 
encyclopedia, the first of its kind for 
more than half a century, has been 
placed on the market by a religious 
publisher in Grand Rapids, Michigan. 
Entitled the TWENTIETH CENTURY 
ENCYCLOPEDIA OF RELIGIOUS 
KNOWLEDGE, this two-volume work 
supplements THE NEW SCHAFF-HER- 
ZOG ENCYCLOPEDIA OF RELIGIOUS 
KNOWLEDGE and covers the first fif- 
ty years of this century. Dr. Lefferts 
A. Loetscher, of Princeton Theological 
Seminary, served as editor-in-chief of 
this important project and was assist- 
ed by ten department editors, all 


hand-picked men from their respec- 
tive fields. Under this leadership ev- 
ery article in the thirteen-volume 
NEW SCHAFF-HERZOG ENCYCLOPE- 
DIA was subjected to careful exam- 
ination to determine the need for sup- 
plementation or revision. Hundreds of 
new entries were prepared. Collabor- 
ating with the editorial staff as the 
cream of the world’s religious schol- 
ars, two large volumes of supplemen- 
tary material were thus added to the 
existing set. 

With this supplementation, THE 
NEW SCHAFF-HERZOG ENCYCLOPE- 
DIA now consists of fifteen volumes, 
and is designed to cover every phase 
of religious knowledge from the be- 
ginning of time to the present. Offer- 
ing much more than the usual Bible 
encyclopedia, this is often considered 
the standard reference work in such 
fields as: Bible History, Church His- 
tory, Theology, Bible Biography, Re- 
ligious Biography, Geography, Archae- 
ology, Missions, Comparative Religions, 
Sects, Denominations, Schools, Beliefs, 
Customs, Movements, and Religions. 

Publisher of these volumes is Mr. 
Herman Baker, of Baker Book House in 
Grand Rapids, Michigan. They will be 
sold through all existing religious book 
outlets. A special price on the two 
volume set is offered until December 
31, 1955. 

(For further information, cuts, or 
glossy photos please contact Baker 
Book House, Grand Rapids 6, Michi- 
gan.) 

“MARTIN LUTHER” NOW AVAIL- 
ABLE TO CHURCHES, INDIVIDUALS 

The widely-heralded motion picture 
“Martin Luther,” first church-spon- 
sored film which has been shown ex- 
clusively in commercial theatres for 
the past two years, became available 
on September 1 in 16-mm. form to 
churches, schools, libraries and edu- 
cational institutions. 

A distribution plan announced by 
Robert E. A. Lee, executive secretary 
of Lutheran Church Productions, Inc., 
will make ownership of the feature- 
length film possible for “thousands of 
church congregations, educational in- 
stitutions and even individuals.” 

Although this is the first time in 
history that a film of this type has 
been sold to churches, Lee said that 
“experiments are nothing new for the 
‘Martin Luther’ film.” 

The picture, which has been seen by 
an estimated 20 million Americans, 
was produced by Louis de Rochemont 
Associates for $500,000—a _ record- 
breaking budget for a church-spon- 
sored film. 


NEWSMAKERS, HEADLINES, BELL- 
RINGERS, PACESETTERS 

Clarence Woodbury, in an article en- 
titled “Religion in Industry” (This 
Day, Sept.), reports that at least 1,000 
companies, among them some of the 
nation’s industrial giants, are provid- 
ing devotional services for employees. 
Woodbury also says that 800 other 
firms are distributing religious litera- 
ture; 40 others have employed full- 
time chaplains to minister to the needs 
of their employees. 
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for children and young people which provides a wide 
variety of interests: 


. BIBLE LEARNING 

- SOUL WINNING 

- HANDICRAFT PROJECTS 
. RECREATION 





| 
| 


A club project that is: 


CHRIST-CENTERED 


prepared and sponsored by 
The Church of God National Youth Department 





Order The LAMPLIGHTERS Club Handbook today from: 


NATIONAL YOUTH DEPARTMENT 


1080 Montgomery Avenue 
Cleveland, Tennessee 


Price .25 
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Sunday Ghul Helps eee 


YOUR 
CHURCH SCHOOL 


Proved methods for 
strengthening t h e 
program of Christian 
education in any 
church. Price $1.75 


THE CHRISTIAN TEACHER $3.00 


Clarence H. Benson. A new book by a 
recognized Christian educator of this 
generation. Every pastor, Sunday School 
teacher, and superintendent can make 
excellent use of this book in becoming 
better able to help those they teach. 
228 pages, cloth. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL IN ACTION 
$3.00 


Clarence H. Benson. Covers every phase 
and requirement of Sunday School 
work, affording a standard text on all 
matters pertaining to the Sunday 
School. It is “vibrant with helpful sug- 
gestions” to aggressive officers, teach- 
ers, and pastors. Chapters on history, 
organization, administration, standards, 
accomplishments, and evangelism of 
the school. Revised; illustrated; cloth. 


FOUR-MINUTE TALKS FOR 
SUPERINTENDENTS 

By K. L. Webb. Fifty-two four-minute 
talks, each one snappy and inspiring, 
to add interest and variety to the Bible- 
school program. These talks touch the 
commonplace things and homely ac- 
tivities of everyday living in which the 

eat truths of God are found. Price, 
1.35. 


MORE FOUR-MINUTE TALKS FOR 
SUPERINTENDENTS 

By K. L. Webb. This book was writ- 
ten in response to the earnest request of 
the superintendents who used Volume 
I. The fifty-two four-minute talks ex- 
press fine Christian principles in hap- 
py, entertaining fashion. Price $1.35. 


THE SMALLER SUNDAY SCHOOL 
MAKES GOOD 


By W. Edward Raffety 
332 pages. Price $1.00 


AN INTRODUCTION TO CHILD STUDY 
By Clarence H. Benson 
A text for teacher-training classes. 
This book has been approved as a text 
by the Evangelical Teacher Training 
Association for classes in the Standard 
and Preliminary — Courses. 24 
pages. Price ‘ . $1.95 
ALL ABOUT THE SUNDAY SCHOOL 
By David J. Fant, Litt. D. 
and Addie Marie French 
192 pages. Price $1.75 


CHURCH OF GOD 
PUBLISHING HOUSE 
922 Montgomery Avenue 
Cleveland, Tennessee 
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Telegram 

ALCOA, Tenn.—We are in the great- 
est revival in the history of this 
church. In the Sunday night service 
15 were saved, 6 filled with the Holy 
Ghost, and 50 were at the altar. We 
are a the greatest crowds with 
people getting saved all over the build- 
ing and on the outside. The evangelist 
= Walter Skutar.—Colon Dunn, Pas- 
or. 

BYRDS CHAPEL, Miss. — We 
reached the climax of a three weeks’ 
revival with Brother C. E. Richard, 
of Birmingham, Alabama, doing the 
preaching under the anointing of the 
Holy Ghost. Many nights the Holy 
Ghost took charge of the service be- 
fore he had finished the message, and 
the altar call was given by the Hol 
Ghost. Seven were saved, 5 sanctified, 
12 filled with the Holy Ghost, 14 bap- 
tized in water, and 6 added to the 
Church. Brother Richard is a won- 
derful man of God and will bless any 
church as an evangelist. We also ap- 
preciate our pastor and his wife, 
Brother and Sister J. J. Nolen. — Alice 
Holland, Reporter. 


RADNOR, W. Va.—We have just had 
a two weeks’ revival with Sister Lillian 
Dickson, of Huntington, West Virginia, 
as our evangelist. We had a wonder- 
ful time. Eight souls were saved. Holy 
Ghost messages were given and inter- 
preted, and the fine congregation was 
blessed each evening. Sister Dickson 
is a Holy Ghost-filled preacher and 
will bless any church. She is wonder- 
ful in working with the young people. 
Our church has been revived and 
stirred to new efforts, and it seems 
likely that this will be our best year. 
Brother H. S. Porter is our good pas- 
tor. He and his good wife have been 
a blessing to us.—Jean B. Sword, Clerk. 


GRASSHOPPER, Tenn.—We are still 
rejoicing over the_ revival which 
we recently had with Brother B. C. 
Cantrell and Brother James Earls as 
our evangelists. God blessed in the 
very first service and continued 
through a four weeks’ meeting. Sev- 
eral nights the Holy Ghost took over 
and the needs of the people were met. 
Twenty-nine were saved, 11 sanctified, 
5 filled with the Holy Ghost, 13 bap- 
tized in water, and 2 added to the 
Church. We have prospects of other 
members. We are grateful to God be- 
cause He is a never-changing God— 
very much alive. He can save, heal, 
and keep by His power all that will 
come. Brother Cantrell and Brother 
Earls will be a help to any church 
that believes in the old-time religion. 
We also enjoyed a wonderful vaca- 
tion Bible School, using the course 
“Sailing With Christ.” An enthusiastic 
group gathered each night and at the 
lose presented an inspiring com- 
mencement program. — Leonard 
Townley, Pastor. 


October 8, 1955 





CRAB ORCHARD, Ky.—We had a 
wonderful revival with Brother John- 
nie Jones, from Cleveland, Tennessee, 
as the evangelist. He surely is a good 
preacher. Ten were saved, 7 sanctified, 
5 filled with the Holy Ghost, and 8 
baptized in water, so we are doing 
fine. We also paid off the mortgage 
on our church, for which we thank 
God. We had the note-burning service 
Sunday night, August 28, and had a 
real time with the Lord. Pray for us.— 
Willie Lewis, Pastor. 


DAMASCUS ROAD, Ga.—Recently I 
had a revival at Sister Laura Toler’s 
church. The revival ran fourteen 
— and 9 were saved, 4 sanctified, 
8 filled with the Holy Ghost, 12 op 
tized in water, and 7 added to the 
Church. The revival spirit is still going 
in the church and souls are still being 
saved. Persons fifty and sixty years 
old were saved and filled th the 
Holy Ghost. Also, a lot of teenagers 
were saved.—Sister A. V. Chandler, 
Evangelist. 


LAKEDALE, N. C.—Recently we had 
a two weeks’ revival here which was 
one of the greatest this church has 
ever had. Our pastor, Brother D. A. 
pn did the preaching, and it 
seemed from the beginning that God 
smiled His approval upon each serv- 
ice. Many nights the Holy Ghost took 
charge of the services and the altar 
was filled. God especially blessed 
Brother Hensley as he prayed for the 
sick night after night. Many were 
healed. One seventy-three-year-old 


a at aaa ae ae ae ae ae ee ee ee ee 


int. who was almost blind and had 
to have someone lead her after dark, 
sent her request to the church and 
the saints prayed. The next night she 
came to church alone and unaided. 
She was supposed to enter the hos- 
pital on Friday morning for an opera- 
tion, but she felt that God would 
completely heal her if she could be 
anointed and prayed for. After Broth- 
er Hensley prayed for her, she began 
to praise God and say, “Oh, I can see 
so much better.” When the people 
came to take her to the hospital on 
Friday morning, she said, “I’m not 
going. Jesus has healed my eyes.” We 
are proud of this good report from 
the revival. Sixteen were saved, 13 
sanctified, 15 filled with the Holy 
Ghost, and 14 added to the Church. 
Many of the members who were dis- 
couraged were blessed and received a 
new zeal to work and press on with 
the Lord. We thank God for our good 
pastor and his wife and for their in- 
terest in the church and lost souls. 
Pray for us as we labor together.— 
Church Reporter. 


FORT MILL, S. C.—Recently we had 
a great Holy Ghost revival at the 
Fort Mill Church of God. The power 
of God was manifested from night to 
night as souls prayed through to vic- 
tory. Many people testified to being 
healed in this revival. Large crowds 
attended from night to night. About 
106 were saved, 37 sanctified, 33 filled 
with the Holv Ghost, and a number 
added to the Church. Brother Walter 
R. Pettitt is the good pastor, and he 
is a fine man to work with in a re- 
vival. There are some of the most 
wonderful people at Fort Mill that I 
have ever worked with—James Poe 
Jackson, Evangelist. 








THE NAMES OF GOD by A. H. Perpetuo 


PROGRAM AND PURPOSE 


by G. W. Lane 


QUESTIONS ANSWERED by M. S. Lemons 
YOU AND THE BIBLE by M. G. McLuhan 


All These For 99c — Cash Only 


Postpaid 





Order From: CHURCH OF GOD PUBLISHING HOUSE 
CLEVELAND, TENNESSEE 





Page 15 











Two Great Commentaries 





new PULPIT 








ee, sd 


THEN “ATH . ac oe 
MENTAR’ ONMENTARY errs NRY'S HENRYS. Heng 








MRCP LI DIMI Lt At At ht dt Bi Bi Li hi Bi Bi Bi Bi Bi hi Bi Bi Li Li Li LOL BL hh ( Bi Bi LB L000 0 L000 0 L000 LOL 0h 60a 


CHURCH OF GOD PUBLISHING House 


922 Montgomery Avenue, Cleveland, Tennessee 


aw at anata a a a a a a ee a ee A a de de ee ee i i ee i a” ae a 


' 
" { 
e 





